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Pathologic Gross Specimens in Medical Education

Mitsuyoshi Hirokawa, Koshi Yamashita*, Yasuyuki Miyake*,
Keiko Kanahara* and Yumi Sakamoto™

There are about 4000 pathologic gross specimens in the Educational Museum of
Modern Medicine of Kawasaki Medical School. In this report, we introduce features
of these specimens and the procedures involved in preparing them (wet mounted
specimens, folios, flexible and non-flexible casts, plastination, and transparent
plastic embedding). We also describe the role of these specimens in the medical
education of our school. (Accepted on April 19, 1994) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 20 Suppl : 41—48,
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Fig. 1. Procedure for making wet mounted
gross specimens.

Fig. 2. Macroscopic appearance of a liver fixed
with formalin. The liver shows cirrhosis
associated with hepatocellular carcinoma.

Fig. 3. Macroscopic appearance of a liver
prepared by the modified Romhanyi’s
method. The natural color of the liver is
well preserved. This specimen is from the
same source as that in Fig. 2.
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Fig. 4. Folio (a plastic wet mount containing
a thin-sliced pathologic specimen) . This
specimen shows bronchopneumonia.
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Fig. 5. Procedure for plastination.

A lung plastinated with silicon
(KE108) . The specimen shows bron-
chopneumonia.
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Fig. 7. Procedure for transparent plastic
embedding.
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Fig. 8. Gastric cancer embedded in trans-
parent plastic.
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Procedure for flexible and non-flex-
ible casts.

Fig. 9.

Flexible liver cast. The blue, red
and yellow casts show the portal vein,
hepatic artery and bile duct, respective-
ly.

Fig. 10.
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Fig. 11. Non-flexible cast of a coronary
artery.
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