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A Sudden Death Case After Subtotal Thyroidectomy for Graves’
Disease

Tanekazu HARADA, Kentaro YASUDA, Tohru SATO* and
Kazuhiro HIRANO**

A sudden death case after subtotal thyroidectomy for Graves’ disease was report-
ed. A 15-year-old female underwent the surgery which was followed by hypocal-
cemia. Postoperative serum calcium levels decreased to those of 3.3—3.5mEq/l.
Tetany was manifested on the first postoperative day but disappeared gradually by
intravenous injections of calcium chloride. On the seventh postoperative day, she
was found in respiratory and cardiac arrests on the toilet. With intense resuscita-
tion, she recovered from the respiratory and cardiac arrests but did not regain
consciousness. She died of cardiac failure on the twenty-seventh postoerativeday .
Laryngospasm due to hypocalcemia was considered to be the most likely cause.
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