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“Vigilance”
(Received on March 31, 1998)
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Abstract

We performed about 30,000 cases of general anesthesia from 1975 to 1997. For the
two decades, owing to a shortage of anesthesilogist at our facility, residents graduated
from Kawasaki medical school were mainly used. We have not encountered severe
anesthetic complications such as cardiac arrest during operation. Human error is still
the most important avoidable cause of anesthetic mishaps. Perhaps even this factor
might be preventable by close supervision, observation and vigilance.
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