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Mycoplasmal pneumonia in family

Toshiharu Matsushima, Osamu Katoh
Yoshihiko Tano, and Rinzo Soejima

Division of Respiratory Diseases, Department of
Internal Medicine, Kawasaki Medical School

(Accepted on Jun. 13, 1978)

BF4ALENRILIATIXTIHRICBRELY:, 4 ATITXIHRAOREABRLEEE
WELE.

index case [FXHETHY, 12BK(CBED, 19, 0B HK(C FHREARELL. 70
LOREDEXBTRREL Bh 1.

SHIRRBMTREL, ¥/ 375X IHRICHEZHEEHND dry hackig cough (&
BEERTELATH. B XEEE W Fhd PAP LLTHEMAKBEL2ELTE
Y, R4 A75XRERBPLBEASFBE N, MEFHICELBMEERL TV,

S/HL4 0V ICEBARERBICENTH - 7o, REBEBICEBEZMLL - FHE
TRLEDTHY, ARBHENENLZR, P BCbo LbBAL LHPT W, BE
REDHEECHNEERYOKENEMA 7. L ELYEHRE, AROBELBEL
EZIONBD, BEHE%W, Y42AT7IXTONE RARERRS, ¥M43AT7X<
CF EICk2BHEEAS. Wi XEROFLETADHRIZAGHEDHTHS 54, i
BlbEETS.

L7=hinsT, ¥4 ATFXTBEEDORTLENCEMCHSE, FEHAEHBBTE
RSN TEBZEHETNS.

A case of a family constituting parents and two children, who suffered from
mycoplasmal pneumonia, was reported.

Index case was father, 46 year-old man. The time interval from father to
mother was 12 days, and father to children 19 and 20 days. Old couple, 78 and
76 years old and living in the same home, were not infected.
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Beginning symptom was febrile episode in all cases, and coughing lasted 3 to
5 days afterwards;/ Chest roentgenograms showed the findings corresponding to
characteristics of primary atypical pneumonia. Mycoplasma pneumoniae was
isolated from parents, and serologic tests for mycoplasma infection were posi-
tive in all cases.

Treatment with minocycline was effective in all cases, especially in children
who early received antibiotics. -On the other hand, clinical manifestations were
prolonged in father receiving antibiotics therapy later. Early diagnosis and early
treatment proved beneficial to patients with mycoplasmal pneumonia. Culture of
mycoplasma, cold agglutinations, complement-fixation test for mycoplasma were
not useful for early diagnosis of mycoplasmal pneumonia, and chest roentgeno-
logical findings of mycoplasmal pneumonia were variegated. Then, some infor-
mation system about outbreak of mycoplasmal infections would be desirable to

physicians.
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Fig. 2. Symptoms of Family Infection with M. pneumoniae
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Fig. 4. Chest X-ray film of father, revealing
widespread involvement of both middle
to lower lung fields by patchy consolida-
tion.
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Fig. 6. Chest X-ray film of mother, revealing
patchy and confluent area of consolida-
tion in right middle to lower lung fields.
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Fig. 8. Chest X-ray film of oldest son,
revealing increased broncho-vascular
marking with fluuffy air space con-
solidation in right lower lung field.
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Fig. 10. Chest X-ray film of next son,
revealing patchy consolidation in right
lower lung field.
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