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Psychiatric Consultation Work of General Hospital
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Cases referred from other departments in the first year after the Department
of Psychiatry was set up in the Kawasaki Hospital Kawasaki Medical School
were studied and discussed from the standpoint of consultation-liaison psychiatry.

Results: As the reason for referral, psychiatric disease diagnosed in other
departments was mentioned most frequently followed by somatic symptoms
without physical diseases. Among patients referred to the Department of
Psychiatry, cases of neurosis were the largest in number, followed by depres-
sion and schizophrenia in that order. The number of cases of acute organic
_brain syndrome was very small compared with the reports of other hospitals.
'A Cases in which there was disagreement between somatic symptoms and their
organic lesions were overwhelmingly determined by physicians in the general
hospital to involve neurosis. Patients with psychiatric symptoms were over-
whelmingly considered by these physicians to be suffering from depression.
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There were very few cases in which somatic symptoms were a problem. This

shows a strong tendency for general physicians to grasp the anxiety state from

somatic symptoms and to grasp depressive conditions from the pattern of psy-

chiatric conditions. In cases that needed the liaison service, any problems of

personal relationship lay almost entirely in the physician-patient relationship and

required adjustment.
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@ Consultation-liaison psychiatry (2 Consultation work

® Anxiety state
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Table 1. The number of patients by depart-
ment, from which they were referred.

il # %
M =3 130 ( 55.8)
% % 4 B 41 ( 17.6)
i s+ P 27 ( 11.6)
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By 233 (100.0)
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Table 2. The reason for referral from
departments other than the psy-
chiatry department.
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Table 3. Diagnosis of the referred patients
made at the department of psychiatry.
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Table 4. The reason for referral in pa-
tients with neurosis. (97 cases)
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Table 5. Diagnosis made at the department
of psychiatry in 50 cases that showed
severe anxiety. The figure in the pa-
rentheses represents the number of
cases in which anxiety has been pointed
out as the reason for referral.

£ 3 (812% #3%5 1986)
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Table 6. The reason for referral in pa-
tients with depression. (33 cases)
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Table 8. Problems of cases which required
the liaison service. (27 cases)(duplicate

classification)
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