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abstract

It was known that the yamakagashi, Rhabdophis tigrinus is a non-venomous snake,
though posseses poison glands in the nuchal region. However, it was cleared that this
snake is a venomous one, because it was seen a mortal bite.

Duvernoy’s glands in the upper jaw and nuchal poison glands of a yamakagashi were
observed with light microscope.

Nuchal poison glands are arranged in pairs in the nuchal region. The gland contains
substance of azocarmine positive stainability and situates in subcutaneous connective
tissue.

Duvernoy’s gland is constructed of cuboidal cells which contain adundent substances
of azocarmine positive stainability and tall cells. Tall cells contain cytoplasm of aniline

blue positive stainability.
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