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Abstract

We are developing methods for training nurses responsible for patient education. Role play
has been considered to be the most effective method to help nurses achieve an empathetic
understanding of patients. In our previous follow-up study(1991), students in the Secondary
Nursing Course did not show continuous advancement in their empathetic understanding of
patients. The present study, therefore, reports on a change in the teaching plan to promote self
study activities and the results following this change.

Subjects: 56 freshmen in the Secondary Nursing Course

Theme of role play: To forbid lung cancer patients to smoke

Results: Student performance was very active. With regard to students responses at each level,
individual progress and the patterns of progress, it was confirmed that the new teaching plan
achieved better results than the previous one. Students also expressed satisfaction with their
active discussion in role play.
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