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Abstract

A two-headed baby snake yamakagashi, Rhabdophis tigrinus, was captured in a rice field at
Kimi in Kurashiki City, Okayama Prefecture, in early September, 1990.

This snake was kept in a container at Kawasaki Medical School, and was fed with living frogs
and fresh water fish till the day of its death. To inhibit hibernation, the temperature was kept
at about 25C in a bath in winter. This snake shed its skin twenty-three times, grew up to 52.5
cm in total length, and died after two years and nine months. Because of having two heads, its
skin shedding was often incomplete. A small part of its shed skin remained on the head or the
nuchal region, and it was removed with a pincette. This snake always ate with the mouth of its
right head. After seven months of its experimental keeping, that is, on April 1, in 1991, the
left head showed no sign of autonomous motion. However, it continued to shed its skin
simultaneously with the right head and showed growth in size.
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