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Résumé

The world of Elizabeth Bowen (1899-1973) shows us a tragedy which ‘the death of
the heart’ in man weaves out. She searches for this ‘death of the heart’ through all
her writings as a universal truth that human beings are destined to face in this
century. By the way, The Heat of the Day, published in 1949, is set chiefly in
wartime London and reflects her impact of the War. So, the world of the novel is
indeed viewed through ‘fractured relationships’ and ‘the death of the heart’, but it

- cannot be said to be the same as in her other novels —— we can see a new turn of
hers in it. By what? —— the massive convulsion of the war that brings the perfect
destruction both in the between-the-wars wasteland and the people in it. This new
aspect of the novel comes to suggest the tragic fate of human beings and their society
dynamically.
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Miss Bowen has herself spoken (in the discussion from which I have
already quoted) of her fascination with the ‘surface’ of life — not so much
for its own sake, as for the dangerous sense which it gives of existing upon
a thin crust beneath which lurks the bottomless abyss. The crust is, too
often, liable to crack — and says Miss Bowen, ‘the more the surface seems
to heave or, threaten to crack, the more its actual pattern fascinates me. 9
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Younger by a year or two than the century, she had grown up just after
the first world war with the generation which, as a generation, was to come
to be made to feel it had muffed the catch. The times, she had in her youth
been told on all sides, were without precedent —— but then, so was her own
experience : she had not lived before. '®
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The time of her marriage had been a time after war; her own desire to
find herself in some embrace from life had been universal, at work in the
world, the time, whose creature she was. For a deception, she could no more
blame the world than one can blame any fellow-sufferer : in these last twenty
of its and her own years she had to watch in it  what she felt in her — a
clear-sightedly helpless progress towards disaster. The fateful course of her
fatalistic century seemed more and more her own: together had she and it

arrived at the testing extremities of their noonday. Neiher had lived before
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Not a person did not betray, by one or another glaring peculiarity, the
fact of being human: her intimidating sensation of being crowded must have
been due to this, for there were not so very many people here. The phenom-
enon was the lighting, more powerful even than could be accounted for by
the bald white globes screwed aching to the low white ceiling —— there sur-
vived in here not one shadow : every one had been ferreted out and killed.!”
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That small picture, with its concourse of others, made her unknot her
hands above her head and begin to weep, the more desperately because of
the desperate wastefulness of tears now in face of the end of all. Now it was
a question of counting the last of the minutes as they ran out into hours, the
last of the hours as they ran out into tomorrow, which was already today, as
they never had. All love stood still in one single piercing illusion of its peace,
now peace was no more. '®
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