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A Case of Malignant Melanoma of the Rectum

Tokuhiko Kiyono, Masatoshi Kimoto, Kaiso Sano,
Yasumasa Monobe* and Takuya Moriya*

We report a case of malignant melanoma of the rectum. Malignant melanoma of
the digestive tract is rare. A 80-year-old female was admitted to our hospital with
a year’s history of bloody stools. A digital examination revealed easily bleeding
ulcerating tumor in the left posterior wall of the rectum close to the anal verge. An
endoscopic biopsy was carried out and a histological examination led to the diagnosis
of malignant melanoma. Multiple metastatic shadows, the majority of them within
1.5cm in size, were seen in a plain chest X-ray film.

Abdominoperineal excision of the rectum was performed, because of continuous
bleeding. During her hospitalization, no enlargement of metastatic lesions in the lung
was proven. The patient did not receive chemotherapy. (Accepted on February 24, 1992)
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It shows ulcerating tumor in the lower
rectum on endoscopy.

Table 1. Laboratory data on admission

1992)

CBC
RBC 456 X 10*/mm?3
Hb 13.1g/dl
Ht 37.8%
WBC 4200/mm?®
Mineral
Na 141mEq/1
K 4.0mEq/1
Cl 103mEq/1
ESR lhr 20mm
Urinalysis
protein (+)
sugar (—)

urobilinogen (normal)

Screening
BS 124mg/dl
TP 7.2g/dl
Alb 3.9g/dl
GOT 10IU/1
GPT 81U/1
ALP 3511U/1
yGTP 61U/1
T.Bil 0.4mg/dl
LDH 106 TU/1
BUN 16mg/dl

Feces

occult blood (#)

Fig. 2. Plain film of the chest shows multiple
metastatic lesions in the bilateral lung.
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Fig. 3.
Blackish tumor in the lower rectum, one third of
the tumor was overlaid with normal mucosa.

Macroscopic findings of the specimen.

Microscopic findings show spindle-shaped

tumor cells with melanin pigment in the cyto-
plasm.
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