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Changes in Symptoms and Subtype Diagnosis of the First Stage of

Schizophrenia

Shigeru Morishita, Hiroyuki Kodama, Hiroto Shinkado and

Syosuke Watanabe

We studied the symptoms and subtype diagnosis of the first stage of schizophrenia
in the Department of Psychiatry in Kawasaki Medical School Hospital over a ten
year period and compared these results with studies of one hunderd years ago. The
diagnosis of catatonic schizophrenia was found to heredecreased markedly, whereas
the diagnosis of paranoid schizophrenia increased markedly. Hebephrenic schizo-
phrenia remained approximately the same. However the symptoms of the first stage
of schizophrenia, which are auditory hallucination, delusion of persecution, autism
and loosening of association, did not change. Possible causes for these findings
include changes in the diagnostic criterion for schizophrenia. (Accepted on February 28,

1994) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 20(2) : 109—113, 1994
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Fig. 1. The age of onset of schizophrenia

Table 2. Incidence of schizophrenia
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Fig. 2. The chief symptoms of the first stage

of schizophrenia
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